Molecular genetics of neuroendocrine tumors.
Neuroendocrine tumors are a group of malignancies that arise from primitive neuroectodermal cells. There is, however, considerable variation in the location and clinical behavior of these tumors. They are often difficult to distinguish from other malignancies and difficult to classify. Recent advances in molecular genetics have attempted to resolve some issues regarding accurate diagnosis, classification into prognostic subgroups, and understanding of basic common mechanisms underlying the development of these tumors. Correlation of morphologic changes with molecular changes induced by some potential therapeutic differentiating agents may lead to more rational therapy for these malignancies.